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Introduction
Moritz Moszkowski was born in Breslau, Prussia in 1854.  He settled in Berlin where he earned his living
teaching piano.  Over time he became an accomplished concert pianist as well as a teacher.  This gave him the
opportunity to tour Europe, both as a pianist and occasionally as a conductor.  During this time he also 
composed, where he found some success with light works for both piano and orchestra.  

Moszkowski’s most well-known and enduring pieces are the Spanish Dances, Opus 12, composd as piano
duets and later arranged by Moszkowski for solo piano in order to meet the demand for the music.  These 
dances were inspired by Spanish rhythms and sounds, a theme that was popular during the 19th Century as
evidenced in the works of Bizet, Rimsky-Korsakov and Chabrier, to mention just a few.

When I first considered transcribing the Spanish Dances for an instrument other than the piano, I really had to
weigh the benefits of re-orchestrating the work.  I was struck by the strong melodic writing in these dances,
which I thouht would work nicely for flute.  I also felt that the the guitar could add a sense of the Spanish flair
with not only the obvious Spanish “connection” of the guitar, but also with being able to use things like 
rasgueado and muted (étouffé) styles of playing.  I felt that these would far outweigh the loss of the pianistic
effects (big chords, double octave melodies, etc. )  These pieces are fun to play and will be a nice addition to
the flute/guitar repertoire.  I hope you enjoy playing them as much as my duet partner and I have. 

Garth Baxter
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Garth Baxter

Composer Garth Baxter is noted for his modern traditionalist style of writing.  This is a style that combines the
traditions of form and clear melodic writing with the use of contemporary approaches to harmonies and other
elements.

Baxter was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1946 and moved to California when he was nine years old.
He earned music degrees from Pepperdine University and California State University at Northridge.  He stud-
ied composition with Robert Hall Lewis, Joseph Wagner, and William Thornton.

His compositions for chorus, flute, voice, guitar, organ, and piano, as well as other instrumental combinations,
have been performed throughout North America and Europe.  He has received numerous awards, commis-
sions, and honors for his music.  He is on the music faculty of McDaniel College in Westminster, Maryland,
where he lives with his wife, Katherine.
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