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INTRODUCTION

Many selections in this volume are unique and until now have been inaccessible to the string ensemble
repertoire. Outstanding repertoire, representing several countries of the world, provide a great variety of ensem-
ble selections. These pieces are intended for multiple strings for performance in the classroom as well as per-
formance in concerts. Several players may be used on each part. Whenever possible, every effort was made to
keep the viola and violoncello/double bass parts melodic rather than simply filling in the various harmonic
chord progressions. The pieces may be performed as a solo for each instrument (Violin 1, Violin 2, Viola or
Cello) with piano accompaniment, or as duets or trios, as well as full orchestra. If performed with full orches-
tra, the piano accompaniment is not necessary.

The string ensemble series meets all standards for ASTA with NSOA (American String Teachers
Association/National School Orchestra Association) and Suzuki Association of the Americas, Inc.

Full Orchestra Score

If performed with full orchestra, no solo parts should be played except the 1st violin part. Note also, if
you wish to perform these works with full orchestra and you are short certain instruments; you still have some
flexibility with the score. For example, if there are not enough violas for balance, the viola (harmony part) and
3rd violin part are identical. Please Note: standard string terminology is used. // =  bow change (lift and

release); , =  standard pause.

Combining Ensembles

If a guitar class is available, both string and guitar class participants may be combined for performance.
(Donald Miller Guitar Ensemble Series – Music from Around the World - MB98304.) Identical keys and reper-
toire are used in both the String Ensemble and Guitar Ensemble Series. All keys are guitar and string friendly.
A performance CD is available (MB20334CD). 

A word of gratitude to Peter Ciarelli for the beautiful work he did in preparing the manuscripts on
Finale software for publication. Special thanks to my wife, Mary for all her help.

I am most grateful for the bowings and string articulation suggestions by William J. Mercer. Mr. Mercer
completed his undergraduate studies at the Crane School of Music and his Masters degree in Musicology from
Syracuse University. Before retiring, he spent 30 years teaching orchestral music in the Liverpool Central
School District (New York). Mercer is an active guest conductor, adjudicator, clinician and consultant. He is a
past President of the New York State School Music Association and currently is an adjunct professor of the
Music Education Department of Ithaca College.

Sincerely,

Don Miller

To: Peter Ciarelli
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